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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, UN, LE, SY, IS, NO 

SUBJECT: GON REQUEST EOR INFO ON LEBANESE FORCES 

1 . MOD UNDERSECRETARY HOLST, WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM A WEEK- 
LONG VISIT TO LEBANON AND ISRAEL EOR DISCUSSIONS ABOUT UNIEIL, 
COMTACTED DCM AUGUST 3RD TO REQUEST INEORMATION ABOUT THE 
LEBANESE FORCES CURRENTLY MOVING SOUTH IN LEBANON. SPECIFICALLY 
HOLST REQUESTED ANY INEORMATION OR INTELLIGENCE USG MIGHT HAVE 
ABOUT THE CONFESSIONAL BALANCE OE THESE FORCES AND ABOUT WHO HAS 
TRAINED THEM. 

2. BY WAY OE BACKGROUND, HOLST STATED THAT THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT 
HAS BEEN UNABLE TO EVALUATE CONELICTING LEBANESE AND ISRAELI 

CLAIMS AS TO LOYALTIES OR TRAINING OF THE TROOPS INVOLVED. ON 
THE ONE HAND THE LEANESE WERE TELLING THE NORWEGIANS THAT THE 
EORCES WERE CONEESSIONALLY BALANCED WHILE THE ISRAELIS WERE TELLING 
THEM THAT THE EORCE IS PRIMARILY MOSLEM AND IS TRAINED BY 
THE SYRIANS. AN OBJECTIVE ASSESSMENT WAS NECESSARY, 

HOLST UNDERSCORED IN ORDER EOR THE NORWEGIANS TO INTERVENE 
MOST EEEECTIVELY WITH THE ISRALI'S (BEIRUT 4384) ABOUT 
THE SHELLING OE THE LEBANESE EORCES BY HADDAD. 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
ASAP ANY AVAILABLE INEORMATION ON THE LEBANESE EORCE 
THAT COULD BE PASSED TO THE NORWEGIANS. PLEASE ADVISE. 
LERNER 
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